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There are many discrepancies between two articles based on the extinction of the Beothuk.  The two articles in question are The collapse of the Beothuk World written by Ralph Pastore and The Beothuk on the Eve of Their Extinction written by Donald Holly.  First we will examine the article by Ralph Pastore.


In Ralph Pastores article, The Collapse of the Beothuk World, he examines evidence that may give insight to the extinction of the Beothuk.  The first evidence he looks to is the Beothuks food sources on Newfoundland.  It was believed that harp seal and caribou would have both been unreliable food sources for the Beothuk.1 It was also mentioned that the Beothuk lacked strategy when hunting and fishing.2 When the Europeans came to Newfoundland the Beothuks chose not to have contact with them which is also said to be the cause of their extinction.3 However, there is further evidence to suggest the Beothuks were “hunted and harassed to extinction”4 by the Europeans.  Another theory to this was from James Tuck who felt that the Beothuks were killed by Europeans because of the common interest of the coastline.5 Other theories included those of Leslie Upton who felt that the decline in Beothuks was due to “epidemic disease and the loss of hunting territory.”6 There are large gaps between all these theories with one having further questions into the demise of the Beothuks.  When looking at the article, The Beothuk on the Eve of Their Extinction, you truly get a different view of the demise of the Beothuk.


In the article, The Beothuk on the Eve of Their Extinction, it looks at the strategies and adaptation of the Beothuk when the Europeans came to Newfoundland.  The article gives a cohesive explanation as to why the Beothuk dwindled into extinction.  It was believed the Beothuk resorted to the interior of Newfoundland “in response to growing European encroachment and escalating violence”7 in which occurred.  Due to this relocation it was believed the Beothuk relied heavily on caribou which was also considered an unsustainable resource in Newfoundland.8 Even though the Beothuk avoided the Europeans it wasn’t to say there was not resistance with the Europeans presence.  What fueled the hostilities between the Beothuk and the Europeans was the “European expansion and resource exploitation.”9 It is believed the seizure of the coast by the Europeans threatened the Beothuks existence.10 There were also well-documented accounts of the violence between the Beothuks and the Europeans.  Violence was thought 

to have occurred due to retaliation.  Europeans would initiate a threat by stealing or wreaking the Beothuks goods and equipment and in return the Beothuk would retaliate with destruction and violence.11 The Beothuks employed different strategies and adaptations with the Europeans but maybe their strategies and adaptations played their role in extinction.


When looking at the two articles it is adherent there are two different recollections being supported in regards to the extinction of the Beothuk.  In both articles it is clear the Beothuks retreat to the interior of Newfoundland played part of their demise.  However there are clear gaps between the articles when in terms of the way the Beothuks acted in response to the European presence.
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