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In a letter written to a friend, Catharine Parr Traill provides an overview of life as a bush-settler in 1833.  Parr Traill gives insight regarding who is best suited for bush-settlement and what the responsibilities are for the women.  Knowledge of what life was like for the pioneer woman in Upper Canada during the early nineteenth century.  To gain a better understanding one should examine who is best suited for bush-settlement as well as the role of the women in settlement.


Bush-settlement in Upper Canada is not for the faint hearted.  Catharine Parr Traill does not paint a picture of an effortless life in Upper Canada instead she acknowledges that bush-settlment is for “the poor hardworking labourers, who have industrious habits, a large family to provide for, and a laudable horror of the workhouse and parish-overseers”1.  She goes onto explain that life in the backwoods comes with hardships and can be very lonely, but those who give bush-settlement time will find their own independence.  Families who have a reasonable amount of income or capital are also suited for bush-settlement as long as they use their resources carefully and put their money into purchasing land.2 In purchasing large quantities of land they will increase their wealth.  On the other hand Parr Traill points out, bush-settlement is not for someone who is poor or disinclined to work them self.  She goes onto further explain “even the man of small income, unless he can condescend to take in hand the axe or the chopper, will find, even with prudent and economical habits, much difficulty in keeping free from debt for the first two or even three years.”3 Even though some poor families have succeeded in rooting in Upper Canada, a greater number of families have not.  Parr Traill goes onto mention, even less suited for immigration to Upper Canada is a family of 

wealth.  She goes on to speculate that a family of wealth would not appreciate “the unpleasant change in their mode of life”4 as well the lack of luxury items available.  Families of wealth, who were accustomed to fancy gatherings and nice dress, would be less likely to immigrate to Upper Canada.  This is due to the lack of luxury available in Upper Canada, also due to the amount of work needed to establish settlement.  It is without denial that the work and life for bush settlement in Upper Canada is far from easy.  Parr Traill examines this closely in regards to the function the settler’s wife takes on.  


The settler’s wife plays a significant role and needs to posses a set of qualities to enable settlement.  Par Trail notes that:
“[A] settler’s wife should be active, industrious, ingenious, cheerful, not above putting her hand to whatever is necessary to be done in her household, nor too proud to profit by the advice and experience of older portions of the community, from whom she may learn many excellent lessons of practical wisdom…”5
Parr Traill notes the importance of a settler’s wife, choosing to be happy in her situation because otherwise, she will suffer great discontent.  If a settler’s wife is discontent it will make it harder to establish a settlement for their family.  All agents of the family must play an active role in settlement for it to be successful.  Also, if a woman chooses to be miserable about her situation, she will more likely fail to see the advantages of immigration.  Some of the advantages listed by Parr Traill include “having land and cattle, and poultry and food, and firing and clothing, and all for a few years’ hard work.”6 

Women who accept their new life can become accomplished in bread making, soap and candle making, and sugar-boiling.7 Those listed before are only a small number of tasks in the scheme of things.  The settler’s wife is also responsible for “salting meat and fish, knitting stockings and mittens and comforters, spinning yarn…, and dyeing the yarn, [as well as] to clothe her husband and children…”8 Also included in those duties are the chores needed to be done outside the house.  The settler’s woman also manages the poultry and the dairy.9 Some farm responsibilities include churning milk, feeding the cattle, and ensuring the new calves are provided for.10 Parr Traill goes onto explain a cold winter can cause the lose of stock if you do not provide a warm shed and fenced yard.11 A settler’s wife also helps cultivate food on the farm.  Indian corn and pumpkin are planted together so the pumpkin can create shade to new plants of corn and water is retained by the shade of the pumpkin leaves.11 Parr Traill goes on to say, corn is extremely favorable crop because it can be yielded in may ways.  Even though Parr Traill paints a daunting picture for the settler’s wife, it comes with great reward.  The reward of bush-settlement is that all the hard work has created a sustainable way of life.  
It is evident throughout Parr Traill’s letter that bush-settlement is not for everyone.  Those who are willing to work hard to establish themselves will have more success settling in Upper Canada.  The role of the women is significant in settlement as the women are extremely involved in the families needs.  This includes taking care of the family needs, as well as the house and farm in which they are working to establish.  It is 

without hard work, dedication, and time that bush-settlement would be successful in Upper Canada. 
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