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There is a misconception about women involvement in the fur trade in New France.  Women had a significant role in the household, the farm, and the business.  In the article, “Nagging Wife” Revisited: Women and the Fur Trade in New France, one can see just how important the role of the woman was.    
Women had many responsibilities to the family household and the family business.  In Marie-Anne La Marque case she found her responsibilities overwhelming and in turn “informed the Crown that she had exhausted her own assets in support of the post, which required keeping up the commander’s house, maintaining the native alliances, and sustaining the fort’s defenses.”1 On top of all these responsibilities she also had 15 children to take care of.  Many women took on large roles to support the family trading posts when they became widows.  This is true for Marie-Anne Barbel when she “expanded the fur and marine-oil business”2 all the while raising five children.  Often women would also induct their daughters and sons into the trading business as well.  The less known traders are the native and métis women who helped supply the Jesuit mission with goods and services.3 The goods and services traded included deerskin thongs, nails, porcelain beads, pistols and other household services, such as laundry, baking, and sewing.4 Another incredible fact was that women and girls would construct canoes “completely made of birch bark with rounded flooring of cedar or fir”5 and sell these canoes to the Crown.  Other groups of women made sure the posts ran efficiently.  Their daily responsibilities included raising cattle, housework, and milk production.6 There was a notion in the nineteenth century that women were the homemakers and the men were the breadwinners.7 Moreover, women actually had a wide range of work that proved this notion wrong.  Some of the work women did “included teacher, professional letter writer, parish clerk, vestry-women, singer and singing teacher…”8 Woman played a larger role in the New France fur trade than what may have been initially thought. 
The role of the women in the fur trade in New France is of great significance.  Not only did they ensure the household was kept together, but they also ensured the business operations were in order.  Women also worked outside and inside the home to provide for their families.  It would go without saying that woman played an important role in the New France fur trade.   
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